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Employment Barriers for People with Visual Impairment in Saudi Private Sector in
Madinah Province
Dr. Adel Abed H Alkhaldi

Associate Professor of Special Education
Department of Special Education, College of Education, Taibah University

Abstract: The aim of this study was to explore employment barriers for people with visual
impairment in Saudi private sector from the point of view of employment officials working in the
Human Resources Development Fund in Madinah province. The study focused on two main variables:
gender (male/female) and specialization in the bachelor's degree (special needs /others). The
descriptive research design was used to collect data through a questionnaire. The sample of the study
was (204) participants who were selected randomly. The study found that the degree of approval of
participants on the employment barriers was high with an overall arithmetic mean of (3.72 out of 5).
The work environment barriers came first with a high degree of approval and an arithmetic mean of
(4.12 out of 5), followed by family barriers with a high degree of approval and an arithmetic mean of
(3.74 out of 5), while individual barriers came in last place with an average approval and an arithmetic
mean of (3.30 out of 5). The results also showed that there were statistically significant differences
based on gender in favor of females. Moreover, there were statistically significant differences based on
the specialization of bachelor's degree in favor of special needs degree. The study recommended to
improve vocational rehabilitation programs for people with visual impairment and providing their
workplace with compatible technologies. In addition, enhancing attitudes of business owners should
be considered as well as reducing parental overprotection and offering public transportation for people
with visual impairment.

Key words: barriers, employment, visual impairment, private sector, Madinah
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