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The Role of Education in Enhancing Students’ Citizenship Values: Case of Humanities Colleges In
Kuwait University
Dr. Salwa A. Aljassar
Associate Professor of Curriculum and Instruction Social Studies
Curriculum and Instruction Department, College of Education, Kuwait University

Abstract: This research aims to identify the role education plays in enhancing university students’ citizenship
values. The case of humanities degree programs in Kuwait University is investigated to identify differences in
the role education plays in each of the following humanities college degree programs — Education, Literature,
Social Sciences, and Sharia’a. Given the nature of this study, an analytical descriptive approach is employed to
evaluate statistically significant differences in relationships between gender and college variables. To ensure
soundness of the mixed methods research design, data tools were member checked for validity and reliability.
Data collection methods involve a 30-item questionnaire applied to a randomized sample of 519 senior students
enrolled in the humanities college degree programs at Kuwait University. Data analysis methods of T-tests and
ANOVA tests are applied to identify differences between the arithmetic means. Findings indicate that education
plays a positive role in strengthening the citizenship values of students enrolled in the humanities college
programs. Although the gender variable did not reveal any statistically significant differences, results did
indicate statistical differences based on the humanities college degree programs. The research concludes with a
set of recommendations for improving the humanities college degree programs’ content (theoretical and
practical), so as to further enhance citizenship values among Kuwait University students .

Keywords: Citizenship, citizenship values, humanities colleges.
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