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Privatization of university education in light of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s 2030 vision “a proposed
’scenario

Dr. Mohammad Othman Althubaiti
Associate Professor of Administration and Educational Planning
Educational Administration and Planning Department, College of Education, Umm Al-Qura University

Abstract: This research aims to exploring: the conceptual framework for the privatization of universities, the conceptual
framework for the vision of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 2030, and providing a proposed perception for the privatization of
university education in the light of the vision of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 2030. The researcher employed the descriptive
method using one of the qualitative research tools, which is the analysis and induction of previous literature related to
privatization and what was mentioned in Saudi Vision 2030. The research concluded that the vision of privatization varies
depending on its effects, whether in support or denial. The privatization of universities gains its important from contributing
to economic growth and meeting the needs of the labor market, and improving the quality of services provided. The
disadvantages of the privatization of universities are determined in the interest of some universities of the profits at the
expense of the educational process, and contrary to the state educational policy, the lack of alignment between the private
universities presents and the labor market. The advantages of privatizing universities are determined in meeting the growing
need of citizens for universities, providing opportunities for vocational training and interdisciplinary courses, cooperating
with foreign universities while ensuring privatization of social justice for all, designing a regulatory framework that is
compatible with the requirements of privatization, imposing supervision on the privatization institutions to ensure the
provision of a distinguished service at all levels, and the necessity of future evaluation of privatization to bridge the gap
between reality and expectation. The proposed perception for the privatization of university education in the light of the
Kingdom's Vision 2030 focused on a number of procedures, including: meeting the social demand for higher education with
a focus on the quality of outputs, the availability of political support for the privatization of universities away from
interference in their internal affairs, cooperating with foreign universities as an expert service provider and as an external
investor, linking the privatization administration with a professional partner in the same field to attract serious investors, and
the availability of conditions and standards of integrity, transparency and governance when implementing the privatization of
universities.

Key words: Privatization, Saudi Universities, Saudi Vision 2030.
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