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The Role of University in Enhancing the Intellectual Security of Students with Disabilities to Confront the
Challenges of the Extremist Ideology and Terrorism
Dr. Bader Nasser Mohammed Alkahtani
Special Education Department, College of Education, King Saud University

Abstract: This study aimed to identify the causes of violence and extremism and the role of universities in enhancing the
intellectual security of students with disabilities to confront the challenges of extreme ideologies. A questionnaire on the role
of the university in enhancing the intellectual security of students with disabilities was developed for the purpose of this
study was distributed to 86 students at King Saud University with different disabilities: (18) deaf students, (37) students with
hard of hearing, (12) blind students, and (19) poor eyesight students. Their ages ranged between (18-22) years. A descriptive
analysis was used to reveal the following essential findings: Bad company and uncertainty of future were viewed to be the
most important causes of intellectual extremism. The influence of intellectual deviation that threatens the security and
prosperity of society may also lead to intellectual extremism among disabled students. In addition, lack of religious content in
media outlets, lectures and seminars targeting disabled individuals was found to be a cause of intellectual extremism.
Furthermore, students with disabilities feeling of inequality of receiving services and rights was likely to be a reason behind
the spread of intellectual extremism between students. There was a shortage of university student-oriented efforts with
regards to training and raising awareness of intellectual extremism and its reasons through offering courses and meetups for
confronting extreme ideologies. In spite of this shortage, there are some attempts for enhancing the intellectual security by
encouraging qualitative scientific research related to intellectual through the Center for Students with Disabilities, the Higher
Education Program for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Students, and the University in the hope of creating a supportive and
encouraging environment for creativity and innovation. The University contributes to make a partnership with some non-
governmental organizations employ people with disabilities and qualify them to the labor market after their graduation. There
were no statistically significant differences between the responses of students with disabilities to the questionnaire of the
university's role in enhancing the intellectual security attributed to the variables of (age, level of education, and parental
audiovisual status).

Key words: Intellectual security, people with disabilities, the extremist ideology.
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