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Science Teachers’ Awareness of the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA)and Their
Attitudes towards It
Dr. Ibrahim bin Abdullah Al-Baltan

Associate Professor of Curricula and Teaching Methods of Science, Department of Curriculum and Instruction
College of Education, Qassim University

Abstract: This study aimed at identifying the level of male and female science teachers’ awareness of the
Program for International Student Assessment (PISA)and their attitudes towards it. Moreover, it attempted
revealing the differences in the degree of awareness and attitude due to the gender variable:(male-female).The
researcher used the descriptive survey methodology and the study sample consisted of all male and female
teachers of natural sciences of different specializations, who work in government day schools, whether for boys
and girls in the three educational stages (primary, intermediate, and secondary), which are affiliated to the
Department of Education in Al-Rass Governorate during the academic year(1443)AH. In total, the number of
study sample members was (348) ;(163) male teachers and (185) female teachers. In order to achieve the
objectives of the study and collect the relevant data; the researcher used two scales: the scale of male and female
science teachers’ awareness of the (PISA)and the scale of male and female science teachers’ attitudes towards
the (PISA), and their validity and reliability were verified. The results of the study demonstrated that the level of
male and female science teachers’ awareness of the (PISA), in general, was in a moderate degree in all four
dimensions of the awareness scale. Their awareness came in a moderate degree in most of the items included in
those dimensions. However, their score in a few items came in a weak or a large degree. As for the attitudes of
male and female science teachers’ attitudes towards the (PISA),they were positive in general. Further, the results
illustrated that there are statistically significant differences between study sample members in the degree of their
awareness of the (PISA)due to gender differences, in favor of female science teachers. Finally, there were no
statistically significant differences between study sample members in terms of their attitudes towards the
program due to gender differences.

Keywords: PISA, Science Teacher, awareness, attitude, student assessment.
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