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A proposal to develop the competencies of higher academic leaderships in Saudi universities in light
of the dimensions of sustainable development

Dr. Ibrahim Suleiman Aalaudah
Associate Professor of Higher Educational Management, Imam Mohammed bin Saud University

Abstract: The study aimed at presenting a proposed scenario for developing the competencies of the higher
academic leadership in Saudi universities in light of the dimensions of sustainable development. The study was
based on the descriptive approach. The researcher used a questionnaire applied to the university's top academic
leaders (28 university administrators and 128 university representatives) to identify the competencies available to
academic leaders in light of the dimensions of sustainable development and the obstacles to implementing them.
The study reached a number of results, the most important of which are: The study showed the keenness of the
members of the study to achieve the integration between competencies related to the three dimensions of
sustainable development (Economic, social and environmental dimensions) and competencies related to the
personality of the leader and his various roles. There are some obstacles to the implementation of the program of
sustainable development of academic leaders, notably the absence of binding regulations for the academic leader
to attend training programs, self-esteem, the allocation of financial resources to areas far from investing in human
resources. - The study identified some proposals to develop the competencies of academic leaders in the light of
the dimensions of sustainable development, including Setting specific criteria for evaluating the competencies of
the higher academic leaders and activating them when they are promoted and preparing a quality training material
related to developing the competencies of the higher academic leadership. The study presented a suggested
scenario for developing the competencies of the higher academic leadership in Saudi universities in the light of
the dimensions of sustainable development.

Key words: sustainable development, academic leaders, Competencies.
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