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The psychometric properties of the Beck Scale for Suicide Ideation among*
Prof. Bader M. AL Ansari Dr. Talal B. Alali

Professor of Psychology. Social Sciences Faculty, Kuwait University Assistant Professor of Psychology, Social Sciences Faculty, Kuwait University

Abstract: This study aims to develop an Arabic version of the Beck Scale for Suicide Ideation to be suitable for
use in the Kuwaiti society, and to examine its psychometric properties in terms of validity and reliability
standards. It also aims to identify the factor structure of the Beck Scale for Suicide Ideation and explore the
differences between genders in Suicidal Ideation Scale. The Beck Scale for Suicide Ideationadministered among
a sample of (2118) students from Kuwait University various faculties of (951male and 1167 females) aged
between 18-21 years. The Alpha Cronbachcoefficients were 0.93, for males and 0.87 for females. The
exploratory factor analysis with the basic components with oblique rotation & confirmatory factor analysis using
maximum likelihood method extracts three factors. The results also reveal a positive correlation between BSSI,
ASIQ, BHS, BDI-1I which confirms the divergent and convergent validity of the BSSI. Moreover, a significant
difference between depressed and normal samples in BSSI confirms the discriminant validity of the BSSI.
However, analysis of variance to assess the gender differences in Suicide Ideation revealed significant gender
differences in Suicide Ideation in favor of females.
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