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An Evaluation of Arabic Language Syllabus for KSA Secondary Education in the light
of the Ascending Intellectual Demands
Dr Amal Abdullah Al-Khodier

Curriculum and Instruction Department, Al-Imam Muhammed Ibn Saud Islamic University

abstract: The research aimed at specifying the inclusion degree made by Arabic language syllabus (level two), general
preparation, term system of KSA Secondary Education, of the indicators of ascending intellectual demands continuum. The
researcher used content analysis technique. The population of the research covered all lessons included in Arabic language
syllabus, general preparation, term system of KSA Secondary Education. The sample included 6 teaching units, 12 lessons of
2014-2015 first year syllabus. The researcher prepared four lists of ascending intellectual demands together with their
indicators (a list of the indicators of the beginner, trainee, practitioner, and expert level). The following findings were
researched: The syllabus paid attention to tangible experience, varied experience, learning concepts individually, reading
aloud, writing, and copying by female students in literary writing unit. Additionally, the syllabus helped develop the use of
the interactive code system of reading and linguistic production, portfolios, concept mapping, and visual charts respectively.
No reference was made in the syllabus to knowledge building by the female student as the female teacher’s level of
supervision did not decrease. Nothing challenging was presented to the female student. She neglected probing questions,
directed inquiry, and proving or criticizing generalizations. The difficulty level among units did not change. Besides, the
female student was not encouraged to prefer a kind of knowledge or scientific production to others. The third and fourth units
(literary writing and communicative intelligence) focused on imagination and applied ideas that achieved the trainee’s level
at both levels well. The syllabus paid attention to self-evaluation, encouragement of the teacher to plan the open-ended
activities, reference to the importance of language variation respectively. In addition, the results indicated that there is no
correlation between the expert’s indicators and any syllabus units.

Key words: Content analysis, linguistic content, Arabic course, Secondary School, Mental growing requirements
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