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The Leadership Competencies of Female Vice-deans of the Scientific
Departments in Emerging Saudi Universities: Practice and Importance

Dr. Fatemah Abdulaziz Altuwaijri
Department of Education Administration and Planning
Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University

Abstract. This study aims to determine the degrees of importance and practice of leadership
competencies among female vice-deans of the scientific departments in some emerging universities. The
researcher uses the descriptive survey method. A questionnaire was designed to measure the degrees of
importance and practice of leadership competencies that includes five dimensions (personal
competencies, planning competencies, decision-making competencies, motivational competencies and
administrative communicational competencies) . The study tool was applied after confirmation of its
validity and reliability on 4 emerging universities: Prince Satam University, Jazan University, Almajma’a
University and Tabuk University. The study was applied on a random simple sample which represents
20% of the original study community (1427) .

Results: The study sample confirmed a high degree of approval on the importance and practice of all
competencies dimensions. The personal competencies dimension ranks first in importance and practice.
Decision-making competencies and planning competencies comes in the fourth and fifth place
respectively. While sample of the study have varied opinion about the motivational competencies and
administrative communication competencies. Motivational competencies comes in the second place and
administrative communicational competencies in the third as the importance degree , whereas the
motivation competencies comes in the third place and administrative communicational competencies in
the second in the practice degree. The results also show differences regarding the degree of practice due
to the variables of scientific degree and university. Accordingly, the study has made several
recommendations that could develop the performance of female vice-deans of the scientific departments.

Key words: competencies, Leadership, Universities, Saudi emerging universities, Scientific department .



