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Perceptions of King Faisal University Students Towards the use of Social
Networks in Learning and Scientific Research

Hnoof Abdulhamid Al-Melhem, and Dr. Ahmed bin Zaid Al-Mossad
1 Arab East Graduate Studies and colleges in Riyadh
2 King Saud University, College of Education

Abstract. The current study has sought to determine perceptions of the King Faisl Uiversity students
towards to use of social networking in learning and scientific research. The study’s sample consisted of
(84) students from the Bachelor degree in two different specialties that are Medicine, and Computer
Science and Information Technology in King Faisal University at Al-Ahsa region. A questionnaire has
been designed, arbitrated, manually administered, and statistically analysed to collect descriptive data.

The statistical analysis of the questionnaire has illustrated that the participants often use social
networking for both learning and scientific research. Most of the participants identified ‘Youtube’ and
‘Facebook’ respectively as the most preferred social networks to get the information for both learning and
scientific resources.

The results have shown that there are no significant differences at the level of (0.05) on the
perceptions of the university students depending regarding the variable of gender. However, there are
significant differences at the level of (0.05) on the perceptions of students about their use of social
networks for learning regarding to the variable of specialization for Medicine students.

Keywords: Social Networking, Elearning, Learning and Scientific Research



