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Research Title: “The Environmental Values Contained in (McGraw-Hill)
Developed Science Books Series for the Upper Grades of Primary School Stage
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: An Analytical Study”.

Dr. Ibraheem Abdullah Sulaiman Al-Baltan
Assistant Professor - Department of Curriculum and Instruction
College of Education - Qassim University

Abstract. This study aimed at identifying the environmental values that should be included in the
(McGraw-Hill) Science Books Series developed for the Upper grades of primary school stage in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and determining the level of these values availability through analyzing the
content of those books. The researcher used the descriptive method which is based on content analysis
approach. Study sample consisted of science books that are taught to students of the upper grades of
Primary School Stage in the Kingdom for the academic year 1433/1434 AH. which will be (6) books.The
reliability of the Content analysis was tested by using the method of consistency across different times
and the coefficient of agreement was (0.94).The reliability was also tested by the value of coefficient of
agreement was (0.89).The results showed that the environmental values that should be included in the
books are (51) value distributed on five key areas: the values of environmental awareness; the values of
environmental protection from pollution; the values of maintaining the ecological balance; the aesthetic
values of the environment; and the values of maintaining health.

The results also demonstrated that the main area “Aesthetic values of the environment” came in
the first rank as the most environmentally significant area. While “the values of maintaining health” came
last. Moreover, the results also showed that the science book for sixth-grade primary schools students was
the richest book in terms of environmental values followed by the fifth grade science book. Nonetheless,
the poorest book in terms of environmental values is the science book for fourth grade. The results also
showed that there are some very significant environmental values that are completely overlooked in study
sample series in spite of their importance. Some of these values are: “respect for the principle of public
ownership of the environmental resources”; “Prevention of radioactive pollution”; “Protection from visual
pollutants”; “Rationalization of food consumption”; “Countering desertification”; “Awareness of smoking
risks on a personal level or a public level”; and “Maintaining the cleanliness of our houses”.

The study recommended the need not to overlook including any of the environmental values in the
science books for primary stage grades. It also recommended linking the environmental values discussed
in science books of the upper grades of primary school stage with those mentioned in the science books
for lower grades of the same stage to ensure consistency. In addition, it is necessary to discuss many
environmental values in more depth in the science book for fourth grade, such as the value of protecting
the environment from pollution and the value of maintaining health.



